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“My friendship with Larry has been among  
the most enduring of my Exeter friendships, 
but—before I read his memoir of social and 
racial dislocation—I never knew the story that 
unfolded in the home Larry left when he came 
to Exeter. Larry’s remarkable family story gives 
me a deeper appreciation of someone I met as a 
teenager and have known all my life.” 
—John Irving 
 
“Palmer was fourteen years old in September 
1958 when he made the unlikely journey alone 
by train to Phillips Exeter Academy in New 
Hampshire. It is impossible to read this boy’s 
story—‘ninth child of ten, and the sixth of  
seven sons’—without feeling the loneliness of 
that first passage away from home—a black boy 
crossing into a bastion of white privilege— 
and the scale of the transformation that  
awaited him.” 
—Carrie Brown, author of The Stargazer’s Sister 
 
“Marked by moments of profound generosity 
and isolation, Scholarship Boy tells the story of 
race, family, and possibility in one boy’s life, 
while contemplating what’s left behind when 
one journeys between worlds.” 
—Sonja Livingston, author of Ghostbread 
 
“An intriguing coming-of-age story told from a 
unique perspective . . . In writing Scholarship 
Boy, Palmer gave me a peek inside a world I 
would not have otherwise seen.” 
—Kristen Green, author of Something Must Be 
Done About Prince Edward County 
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“A very poignant narrative, full of pathos and love, about one family’s participation in recent 
African American history, including segregation, school integration, and dreams fulfilled and 
nullified. Honest, gracefully written, and uncompromisingly vulnerable, Larry Palmer’s book is 
unceremoniously generous. Palmer does not grandstand: He is never simply this or that. He is, in 
the best sense, simply himself: A man trying to stand in a furious whirlwind.” 
—Kenneth A. McClane,  W.E.B. Du Bois Professor of Literature Emeritus, Cornell University  
 
“This absorbing story reminds us that the questions of race and identity we wrestle with today are 
nothing new, and progress, when it comes at all, often comes at a snail’s pace.” 
—Dinty W. Moore, author of Between Panic & Desire 
 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK 
 
In 1958, fourteen-year-old Larry Palmer left his parents and nine siblings at home in St. Louis 
and boarded a train to attend Phillips Exeter Academy. In Scholarship Boy Palmer reflects on his 
experiences as a young black boy growing up far from home, learning to fit into a white world 
without becoming estranged from his closely-knit family. The ninth of ten children, he illustrates 
the ways his sibling relationships shaped him as he was also being molded by his elite education. 
Palmer’s journey from being the “next-to-the-baby” of his family into adulthood reveals the 
personal and often hidden costs of cultural migration. 
 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 
Larry I. Palmer grew up in St. Louis in the 1940s and ’50s,  
the ninth of ten children. As a high school freshman he  
moved to New Hampshire to attend the boarding school  
Phillips Exeter Academy. He holds degrees from Harvard  
University and Yale Law School, and he spent most of his  
career at Cornell University as a law professor and  
university administrator. His scholarly writing focused on  
health policy and bioethics, including two books and a  
collaboration that produced an educational video on  
The Tuskegee Study of Syphilis in Negro Men. His essays  
have appeared in New England Review and VCU  
Blackbird and have been cited as notable essays in Best  
American Essays.  
 
Palmer lives in Richmond, Virginia. Scholarship Boy is his  
first book for a general audience. 
 
larryipalmer.com 

  
 
 
 

 

 


